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SUBJECT: JOINT AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE ELECTRIC POWER RESEARCH 
INSTITUTE OF PALO ALTO, CALIFORNIA AND KURCHATOV ATOMIC 
ENERGY INSTITUTE 

1 . PLEASE DELIVER THE FOLLOWING LETTER TO CHAIRMAN 
A.M. PETROSYANTS, SCAE, FROM NELSON F. SIEVERING, ERDA. 

THE ORIGINAL LETTER WILL BE AIR POUCHED TO THE EMBASSY 
FOR DELIVERY TO CHAIRMAN PETROSYANTS 

DR. A. M. PETROSYANTS, CHAIRMAN 
USSR STATE COMMITTEE ON 
UTILIZATION OF ATOMIC ENERGY 
STAROMONETNII PER 26 
MOSCOW, USSR 

MARCH 21, 1977 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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DEAR CHAIRMAN PETROSYANTS: 

I AM WRITING IN RESPONSE TO YOUR LETTER OF JANUARY 18, 

1977, ADDRESSED TO DR. SEAMANS. 

WITH THE ELECTION OF PRESIDENT CARTER AND THE CHANGE IN 
OUR NATIONAL GOVERNMENTAL ADMINISTRATION, IT IS EXPECTED 
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THAT A NEW ADMINISTRATOR WILL BE APPOINTED TO HEAD ERDA 
WHICH IS EXPECTED TO BECOME PART OF AN OVERALL DEPARTMENT 
OF ENERGY. HOWEVER, DR. SEAMANS IS PRESENTLY CONTINUING 
AT ERDA AS A SENIOR ADVISOR AT THE REQUEST OF THE NEW 
ADMINISTRATION. 

ERDA WOULD HAVE NO OBJECTION TO THE PLANNED JOINT WORK 
BY THE ELECTRIC POWER RESEARCH INSTITUTE (EPRI) AND THE 
KURCHATOV ATOMIC ENERGY INSTITUTE IN THE FIELD OF FUSION- 
FISSION HYBRIDS, NOTING, HOWEVER, THAT ERDA HAS NO 
CONCRETE PLANS FOR EXPERIMENTAL WORK IN THIS AREA AT THIS 
TIME. 

PLEASE ACCEPT MY CONTINUED BEST WISHES. 

SINCERELY, 

NELSON F. SIEVERING, JR. 

ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR 
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
VANCE 
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